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orbits of thought, so to speak, ruitst diffei from among them-
selves as the initiative ideas differ "   (Method, S T C)

Is it not a fact that the new light which biology is
throwing upon the laws of mind is bunging us back to
the Platonic doctrine that " An idea is a distinguishable
power, self-affirmed and seen m unity with the Eternal
Essence " ?

I have ventured to repeat fiom an earhei volume1
this slight exposition of Coleridge's teaching, because
his doctnne corresponds with common expeiience and
should reverse our ordinary educational practice The
whole subject is piofound, but as piactical as it is pio-
found We must disabuse our minds of the theoiy that
the functions of education aie in the mam gymnastic,
a continual drawing out without a conespondiug act
of putting in The modern emphasis upon ' self-expres-
sion ' has given new currency to this idea, we who
know how little theic is in us that we have not received,
that the most we can do is to give an original twist,
a new application, to an idea that hat. been passed
on to us, who recognise, humbly enough, that we aie
but torch-beareis, passing on our light to the next as
we have received it from the last, even we invite children
to ' express themselves ' about a tank, a Norman castle,
the Man in the Moon, not recognising that the quaint
things children say on unfamiliar subjects are no more
than a patchwork of notions picked up here and there
One is not sure that so-called original composition is
wholesome for children, because their consciences are
alert and they are quite aware of their borrowings, it
may be better that they should read on a theme before
they write upon it, using then as much latitude as they
like.

In the early days of a child's life it makes little apparent
difference whether we educate with a notion of filling
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